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SUBJECT: LOCAL OFFICIALS COMMENT ON REPORTED TRIESTE/ZONE B ACCORD 

AMCONSUL TRIESTE MESSAGE 0095 TO ROME IS BEING REPEATED 
FOR ACTION AND INFO ADDRESSEES: 

QUOTE 

1. IN SEPARATE TALKS TRIESTE MAYOR SPACCINI (CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRAT) AND CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC (DC) PROVINCIAL SECRETARY 
COLONI GAVE ME AN ASSESSMENT OF THE LOCAL SITUATION IN LIGHT 
OF THE ANTICIPATED ITALIAN GOVERNMENT DECISION TO SIGN AN 
AGREEMENT WITH YUGOSLAVIA ON THE STATUS OF TRIESTE/ZONE B. 

THEY MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. REGIONAL, PROVINCIAL AND MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATIONS 
WILL STRONGLY BACK THE GOVERNMENT. 

B. THE DC, THE SOCIALISTS, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, THE 
REPUBLICANS AND THE COMMUNISTS ARE IN ACCORD WITH THE LINE 
THE GOVERNMENT IS PURSUING. THE LIBERALS MAY ALSO SUPPORT 
THE GOVERNMENT. ONLY THE DC HAS A SIGNIFICANT INTERNAL 
PROBLEM, BUT THE POLITICAL DAMAGE CAN BE ABSORBED. 

C. OPPOSITION FROM SOME REFUGEE GROUPS AND THE 
NEO-FASCISTS WILL BE STRONG, BUT WILL NOT HAVE THE 
BACKING OF THE MAJORITY OF THE LOCAL POPULATION, WHICH 
FEELS THAT THE DECISION IS REALISTIC, ALTHOUGH PAINFUL. 
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RIGHTIST EXTREMISTS AND ALIENATE EVEN REFUGEES. THE 
FACT THAT FEW YOUNG PEOPLE CARE ABOUT THE ISSUE KEEPS 
DOWN THE CHANCE OF VIOLENCE. 

D. PICCOLO (RIGHT OF CENTER TRIESTE DAILY), 

WHILE PREDICTABLY NEGATIVE TOWARD THE REPORTED ACCORD, 
IS MORE RESTRAINED THAN IN PAST. THIS IS DUE TO 
RELUCTANCE TO BE IDENTIFIED COMPLETELY WITH WHAT IS 
NOW RECOGNIZED AS A LOST CAUSE AS WELL AS THE 
RESTRAINING INFLUENCE OF FIAT, WHICH NOW HAS A SHARE IN 
THE PAPER AND WHICH HAS MAJOR INTERESTS IN YUGOSLAVIA. 

E. COLONI HOPES THE GOVERNMENT WILL SIGN THE 
AGREEMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER ITS PRESENTATION TO 
PARLIAMENT. ANY DELAY WOULD TEND TO INTENSIFY THE 
ACTIVITY OF OPPOSITION. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE 
U.S. WOULD PUBLICLY BACK THE ITALIAN DECISION AT THE 
EARLIEST APPROPRIATE MOMENT AND SAID HE ASSUMED THE 
ITALIANS HAD SOUNDED OUT THE U.S. AND THE OTHER LONDON 
MEMORANDUM SIGNATORIES. HE ADDED THAT A U.S. STATEMENT 
COULD ALSO HELP KEEP THE LOCAL SITUATION CALM. 

2. COMMENT: ABOVE ASSESSMENT SEEMS REALISTIC. 

DECISION ON PUBLIC U.S. POSITION WILL OBVIOUSLY TAKE 
BROADER CONSIDERATIONS INTO ACCOUNT, BUT IN TERMS OF 
THE LOCAL SITUATION AN EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD BE HELPFUL. RACKMALES. 

UNQUOTE 

VOLPE 
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